CHAPTER III
PITT AND THE STRUGGLE FOR CANADA
in the War of the outbreak of war in 1730 ended the era of peaceful
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Succession   commercial development  and  opened  that of desperate
r struggle for maritime and commercial supremacy. England's
forth advancing interest in the expansion of her trade and in the
colonial su- security of her sea-power had entered into the Treaty of
Utrecht, but she had demanded chiefly European concessions.
Gradually, however, America had become of greater import-
ance as a market for England's exports, as one of her chief
sources of supply, and as an employer of her shipping.
Now the time had come for an open conflict with the Bour-
bons for colonial power. As Pitt said in 1763, France was
" chiefly, if not solely, to be dreaded as a maritime and
commercial power/'1 Anglo-French friendship had been
undermined by the signing of the Family Compact of 1733;
it was now replaced by open hostility,
s^tfonof0"       Whilst for England the period gains its unity from the
Prussia to    persistent contest with France for colonial and commercial
Austria.	.
supremacy, the same period in Europe gained its unity
from the equally persistent hostility of Austria to Prussia.
In both the Wars of the Austrian Succession and the Seven
Years' War, England was opposed to France and Austria
to Prussia, but in the first, England was the ally of Austria
and in the second, the ally of Prussia.
The Anglo- Austrian alliance broke down after 1748; the
traditional Hanoverian policy came to an end, the advent
of Pitt became a guarantee of purely nationalistic policy,
and George's repudiation of the Convention of Klbster-
Zeven (1757) made his firm, but highly unconventional,
alliance with Prussia against Austria inevitable, Whilst
British, interests had never been subordinated to Hanover,
1 Hotblack, Chatham's Colonial Policy, p. 49; Pitt on Prelims, of
Peace, 1763,
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